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CITY OF VERGENNES, VERMONT 
REGULAR MEETING of the CITY COUNCIL 

February 23, 2021 
Meeting Held Remotely via Zoom 

Attendance: 

• Mayor Lynn Donnelly   

• Alderman Dickie Austin  

• Alderman David Austin  

• Alderman Lowell Bertrand  

• Alderman Mel Hawley  

• Alderman Ian Huizenga  

• Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon  

• City Manager Ron Redmond   

• City Clerk Britney Aube  

• Kathy Rossier  

• Cheryl Brinkman  

 

1. Call to Order, Amendments to Agenda.  

Mayor Lynn Donnelly called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. Mayor Lynn Donnelly requested 

one addition to the agenda regarding the Vermont recreational trails program resolution, which 

requires Council approval.  

 

2. Visitors  

None. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes and Warrant* 
a. A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 

approve the minutes of February 9, 2021. Alderman Mel Hawley suggested a few clerical 
edits.  The proposed minute revisions were accepted by the Council. VOTE – All members 
voted in favor.  
 
A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to 
approve the warrants. Alderman Mel Hawley noted the audit cost, which was higher than 
anticipated. VOTE – All members voted in favor.  
 

4.  Citizens Comments (issues not otherwise on agenda)  
   No Citizen Comments.  

5. Business 

a. Request for Approval re: Recreation Committee  

i. Committee Charge 

ii. Committee Roles and Responsibilities  

Kathy Rossier explained that the Park and Recreation Committee was tasked with 

revising the original recreation charge. Kathy Rossier explained that the charge was 

revised to remove the timekeeper role and committee term lengths. She explained 

that it was suggested that the parks and recreation committee members be 

appointed at the annual city council organizational meeting, which is typically held 

at the first council meeting following the Annual City Election.  
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A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie 

Austin to approve the Parks and Recreation Committee Charge and Roles & 

Responsibility Document.  VOTE- All members voted in favor.  

 

b. FY 21 Budget YTD 

City Manager Ron Redmond stated that he would provide a budget overview at each council 

meeting. Mel Hawley noted that in the administration budget, Joan Devine’s wages and 

Britney Aube’s wages were combined. Alderman Mel Hawley explained that in early 2020, 

the Clerk and Treasurer positions were split. Alderman Mel Hawley explained that there 

should be separate line items in the budget for the positions.  Alderman Mel Hawley also 

noted that at the January 12, 2021 council meeting, the fire department budget was revised 

to increase the equipment budget line item 2-7-10-20 by $65,000. Alderman Mel Hawley 

explained that this revision still needed to be completed. Aldermen Mel Hawley also noted 

that set asides from the sewer fund needed to be corrected and questioned whether the 

journal entries requested from the audit had been completed. City Manager Ron Redmond 

stated he would work the Treasurer to complete the corrections before the March council 

meeting.  

 

c. Update: Citizen Review Board Exploratory Committee 

 Cheryl Brinkman provided an update to the City Council regarding the work that the Citizen 

Review Board Exploratory Committee (CRBEC) had completed thus far. Cheryl Brinkman 

explained that the CRBEC regrouped a few months ago and had been reviewing various 

oversight models. Cheryl Brinkman noted that the CRBEC was receiving input from past and 

present City Managers and the Police Chief. Alderman David Austin asked when the 

recommendation from the CRBEC would be ready for the Council to review. Cheryl Brinkman 

stated that the report would be completed in two to three months. Alderwoman Jill-Murray 

Killion suggested that the CRBEC provide the Council with regular updates so that the council 

can stay connected and assist as needed. Alderman Mel Hawley noted that there are 

currently only seven members on the CRBEC. Cheryl Brinkman explained that the committee 

was content with the current members and would provide updates to the Council when 

request.  

 

d. Vermont Recreational Trails Program Project Resolution of Commitment from 

Municipality 

City Manager Ron Redmond explained that the Parks and Recreation Committee was 

working on submitting a grant application to the Recreational Trails Program. The grant 

resolution form requires approval and signatures from the City Council.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Mel Hawley, seconded by Alderman Lowell Bertrand to 

approve the Vermont Recreational Trails Program Project Resolution. VOTE – All members 

voted in favor.  

 

6. City Manager’s Report  

a. Update re: Annual Meeting and Ballot Distribution 
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City Clerk Britney Aube provided the Council with an update regarding the mailing of 

absentee ballots for the Annual City Election. Britney Aube noted that over two hundred 

absentee ballots had been requested and mailed to voters. She explained that the Zoom 

information for the Annual City Meeting had been posted and shared in various location. 

Alderman Dickie Austin stated that only three Board of Civil Authority (BCA) members 

attended the meeting regarding election day. Alderman Dickie Austin requested that more 

BCA members volunteer to work on election day.  

 

b. Highlights of City Manager’s Report  

City Manager Ron Redmond provided the Council with an overview of tasks being 

completed by city administration to work through various backlogs. City Manager Ron 

Redmond noted that the City has brought Greg Burdick onboard to get the City caught up on 

bank reconciliations. City Manager Ron Redmond also noted that he would begin FY22 

budget discussion with the various department heads.  

 

7. Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Lynn Donnelly thanked the Vergennes Fire Department, Vergennes Police Department, 

and the Vergennes Public Works for all the services they provide for the City. Mayor Lynn 

Donnelly also thanked the public for their support and stated that she enjoyed her time serving 

on the City Council. Alderman Dickie Austin reminded the public to attend the Annual City 

Meeting and vote in the Annual City Election.  

 

8. Executive Session re: appointment or employment or evaluation of a public officer or 

employee. 

A motion was made by Alderman Lowell Bertrand, seconded by Alderman Dickie Austin to enter 

executive session for discussion of a personnel issue. VOTE – all members voted in favor.  

The Council came out of executive session at 7:18 p.m.  

A motion was made by Senior Alderman Mel Hawley, seconded by Dickie Austin to increase City 

Clerk Britney Aube's salary to $1,200/week, retroactive to January 1, 2021.  VOTE- All members 

voted in favor.  

9. Adjournment.  

A motion was made by Alderman David Austin, seconded by Alderman Lowell Bertrand to 

adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 7: 20 P.M.  

 

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by:  

Britney S. Aube, Vergennes City Clerk    


